Virginia Association of Drug and Alcohol Programs
October 13, 2009

Minutes

Attendees:

Jerri Shannon, Bradford Health Services

Dawn Obliskey, Norfolk CSB

Mark Blackwell, SAARA

Jack Mallery, VADAP

Mellie Randall, DBHDS/OSAS

Claudia Daniel, Fairfax County

Gina de Peralta Thorne, Farley Center at Williamsburg Place

Karen Redford, RBHA

Cindy Blanton, Vanguard

Mike Fragella, Life Center

Jennifer Smith, Central VA CSB

Becky Vaughn, SAAS

Welcome

Jerri Shannon called the meeting to order at 10:40 am.

Committee Reports

Gina Thorne, the Membership/Communication committee chair, reported on the committee’s two goals: identification of new members and increasing communication between the executive committee and the membership of VADAP.  To that end, committee members will identify 2-3 providers to make contact with to educate and to recruit into VADAP membership.  Gina will do a one page handout summarizing the benefits of VADAP.  Gina asked that the other committee chairs provide a one paragraph description of their committee to be included on this handout.  The goal is to increase new membership by 30%.  On the second goal, minutes will be e-mailed to the listserv one week after the board meeting.  Minutes will also be posted on the website.  A question was raised – is the newsletter a good source of information.  A suggestion was made to do an informal survey.  The committee needs to review the bylaws and clarify that new members can come to the board meeting, but they are not voting members.  A suggestion was made to reach out to past members to re-join, perhaps e-mail CSBs that have not joined.  Mellie Randall offered to send CSB contact information to Cathy Reiner and Gina will follow up with Cathy regarding composing an e-mail to the CSB contacts.  

Mark Blackwell, Advocacy Committee chair, discussed the parity law that will be in effect January 1, 2010 and the Hanger Senate Joint Resolution Committee meetings that are underway.  A goal is to try to educate the public about entitlements under the parity bill, possibly by using existing or new ombudsmen.  Becky Vaughn reported that SAAS is working on training modules for providers; however the regulations have not come out yet.  A suggestion was made to use regional forums to educate providers in February or March of 2010.  Mark’s report also served as the Legislative Update. 

Jack Mallery, Training Committee chair, reported that the committee is interested in developing a training for clinical supervisors, in light of the LPC supervision requirement of 20 hours.  Mellie indicated that DBHDS would be interested in exploring assisting and/or sponsoring this type of training.  The contact person at DBHDS is Susan Pauley currently. 

Becky Vaughn/SAAS

Becky Vaughn, the CEO of the SAAS (State Associations of Addiction Services) introduced herself and the board members each gave introductions and a brief overview of their programs.  Becky passed out an informational handout on SAAS and stated that all states are unique in their complexity of issues; however, commonalities include the lack of resources and staff with a passion for the services they provide.  A discussion ensued regarding the barriers to SA Medicaid billing.  Becky also distributed an informational packet on the Hazelden curriculum on co-occurring disorders, a Provider Network manual, and discussed the 2009 NIATX Summer and Conference.  

VSIAS

Mark reported that VSIAS made $30,000.  $20,000 will be split using the same formula as in the past.  VADAP will get $6,000.  Next year’s conference will be held at the Hospitality House.  Sandy Kanehl and Paul Horvatich are on the Speakers committee.  Cindy Blanton and Gina are on the Exhibitors committee.  

VRI

Jack reported that a consultant was brought in to gather preliminary information and at the next meeting on November 12, 2009, a strategic plan will be developed.

Program Highlights

Claudia Daniel reported that Fairfax is developing a curriculum for supervisors for MH and SA.  

Gina, Williamsburg Place/Farley Center distributed a flyer on a recovery comedian, Mark Lundholm, who will appear on Oct. 16, 2009 in Williamsburg.   She discussed a networking lunch in Washington on Nov. 5th.  It was clarified that these types of events are appropriate to put on the listserv as well as the VADAP website.  

Mike Fragella reported that the Life Center is doing a market study about the need for a program for pregnant and post partum women.  Cindy Blanton reported that Vanguard has a position open for admissions manager.  She also reported that CNN recently did a news story on Vanguard and interviewed clients in recovery.

Treasurer’s Report

Karen gave a handout of the budget to date along with a verbal report, noting that the biggest expense was the SAAS membership renewal.  There were no questions or concerns about the budget.

Update of Task Force for Mission Statement

In the last meeting’s minutes, it was noted that the regional VPs were going to get together to form a task force (Brent McCraw, Mike, Claudia, Ned Snead).  It was noted that the listserv may not be updated with current e-mail addresses.  Jerri will follow up to update.  Jerri will also send an e-mail to the regional VPs and suggest that someone take the lead with regard to forming the task force.  

Schedule of Meetings

Next meeting will be on Tues. Dec. 8th at the SAARA Center.  Committees will meet from 9:30 am – 10:30 am and the board will meet from 10:30 am – 1 pm.   A suggested schedule for 2010 meetings was proposed:  Feb/April (establish nominating committee)/June/July (annual meeting)/Aug(retreat)/Oct/Dec.  The 2010 meeting schedule will be formalized at the Dec. 8th meeting.  

Minutes

The minutes were amended as follows:  page 3 – Intern scholarships should be labeled “workforce development.”  Page 3 – should read “What is the benefit of VRI” rather than “VADAP”.  Page 4 – Program benefits from VADAP (rephrased from “Programs would be looking for from VADAP”).  The minutes from last meeting were approved with these amendments on a motion by Dawn and a second by Mike.  All were in favor.  

The meeting was adjourned at 1:12 pm. 

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Smith, LPC

Secretary

